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our army before Delhi by the direct route if they could ;
if not, to cross the river Jumna and get round by Meerut.
I thought the decision an unwise one, for I felt pretty
sure that they would not succeed in reaching Delhi, or
even Meerut. I pointed out these objections, and pro-
posed that instead they should accompany me to Muttra,
where, with Mr. Harvey's permission, I was returning to
resume my charge of the city and district. However,
they held to their determination, and we wished good-
bye. Mr. Joyce and I turned our horses, and, accom-
panied by our escort, cantered off to the south. Mr.
Harvey and the rest of the party moved away in the
other direction, their troopers following them, and also,
towering high above the horsemen, the two elephants.